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Campground Regulations Workgroup – 
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Motivation Behind Revising Act and Rules 
 

   
– Public Health Code, Part 125 last revised:      

Act in 2004, Rules in 2000. 
– Catch up with changes in campground industry: 

camping/resort cabins, larger RVs, seasonal 
sites (snowbirds), increased water use. 

– Develop adequate program funding for DEQ 
Campground Program and increase LHD 
reimbursements.  

– Campground Regulations Workgroup formed to 
revise Part 125. Started with Campground Act. 
Rule revisions were to follow.  

 



Campground Regulations Workgroup – Stakeholders (1/2014-9/2015) 
 

Ken Bowen, MALPH 
Eric Pessel, MALEHA 
Mary Cushion, Consultant 
Keith Cheli, DNR 
Cinda Karlik, MDARD 
Keith Lambert, LARA 
Richard Miller, State Fire Marshall, LARA 
Tom Fraizer, Legislation Liaison for Michigan Townships Association 
Dan Stencil, MI Rec & Park Association 
MI Association of Fairs & Exhibitions 
Campground/Tourism Industry: David Cordray, Jim Horan, Paul Maitre, Bill 
Sheffer, Debra Duffy, Bob Garcia, David Lorenz, Steve Yencich 
Engineering Industry: Michael Berrevoets, Rob Pirsein, Larry Stephens, MOWRA 
DEQ: Dave Graves, Paul Sisson, Carrie Monosmith, ODWMA Chief 

 



Campground Regulations Workgroup 
 

 

– The workgroup met nine times throughout 
2014.   
 

– The Draft Act agreed upon at last meeting 
September 9, 2015, but the workgroup was 
unsuccessful in pursuing revised legislation. 

 
– Draft Act will be revisited in future. 

 
 



Federal Revised Total Coliform Rule 
(RTCR) 
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U.S. EPA’s Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) 

 

– Effective April 1, 2016. New requirements for 
all public water supplies.  

– Greatest impacts on seasonal systems.  
– LHDs make “seasonal” determinations for 

their Noncommunity Water Supplies. 
 

VISIT 
http://www.michigan.gov/deqnoncommunitywatersupply   

 “seasonal” determinations, start-up 
 procedures, certs, siting plans, guidance 
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Licensing Process 
 • License Renewal Application and Invoice are mailed 

mid-October every year. Application, Invoice, Payment 
due back by December 31st. 

• $100 Late Fee is assigned after December 31st. 
• Most owners apply/pay for a 1-year license yearly. 
• Some owners apply/pay for a 2-year or 3-year license. 

They still need a LHD inspection every year.  
• A license is issued based on the previous year’s LHD 

Inspection Report.  
• Repeat Violation results in a License Condition. 
• Licenses can be held until a satisfactory inspection 

proving compliance is received. Be clear on report and 
ask for DEQ assistance with public health concerns. 

 
 



A list of licensed campgrounds is 
maintained on the Web page.  

http://www.michigan.gov/deqcampgrounds 

Campground Web Page 



Construction Permit Process = app, fee, 3 sets of plans 
 

• DEQ Campground Construction Permit required prior to: 
– Adding, subtracting, re-configuring sites 
– New/extended water or sewer lines 
– Well demand increase or sewage flow increase  
 (additional sites, service building, store, other structures) 
– DEQ/LHD can combine efforts on well/sewage permits 

• Camping Cabins are defined as a “camping unit” like a tent or RV. 
No permit needed, must be on a licensed campsite and may need 
local building permit (varies) and must have electrical 
permits/finals. 

• Resort Cabins are not defined as a “camping unit”. Local zoning, 
building, plumbing, electric permits/finals must be obtained. No 
DEQ Construction Permit is needed for the structure. However, a 
DEQ Construction Permit may be needed for demand/flow 
increase review and water/sewer line installation.  

 
 



Electrical Work and Campgrounds 

All electrical work performed within a campground 
(non-residential) must be permitted and final 
approved by your local electrical authority.   

– Site electrical service, upgrades, new service, resort 
cabins, camping cabins, structures, etc. 

  



Inspections 
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Site Water Connections 
• Backflow prevention requirements at site H20 

connections are inconsistent across state.  
– AVB is not appropriate when there are 

downstream valves (valves present in RVs). 
– AVB/PVB would have to be 6” higher than the 

highest piping/outlet.  
• Currently holding meetings and gathering 

data from other states.  
• Campground Program has not required 

AVBs due to the application and due to RV 
ANSI Standard 1192 (30+ year old standard). 

 



http://www.webstore.ansi.org 

search 1192-2008  (52 page pdf $49) 

ANSI/NFPA  1192 - Standard on Recreational Vehicles 
(American National Standards Institute/National Fire Protection Association) 



Honey Wagon Service vs. Pumping Vault/Portable Privies 

• “Honey wagons” allowed per Rule 9.8 but intended 
as a “mechanical pump-out facility” for RV waste 
holding tanks only.  Not intended for privy waste. 

• CG Rule 9.8 is already conflicting with Part 117, 
Septage (which doesn’t allow anyone but a 
licensed hauler to pump/haul septage). 



Honey Wagon Service vs. Pumping Vault/Portable Privies Continued 

• Owner may not pump own privies - must hire 
licensed septage hauler for privy pump-outs. 
Licensed Septage Hauler must  take privy waste 
to approved land app site/receiving station. 
Keep privy waste out of Campground sanitary 
(dump) stations.  
– High strength waste (no graywater) 
– Deodorizing chemicals (formaldehyde) in portables 
  



Watch for After-Market Retail Items 

Direct Connection with Sewage and Drinking Water!  
This is not approved and must be removed 

immediately.  



Rule 18:  Seepage Pits 
• Ask/document # seepage pits. Owner not 

allowed to construct more than what they are 
licensed for (no new pits after 2000 Rule 
revision). 

• None where site water connection present 
(unless approved by LHD). 

• Discharge line ≤ 1.5” diameter. 
• Graywater must discharge below surface. 
• Rule 18.2 allows LHDs to phase these out. 

 
 



Plumbing/Electrical Information 

• Buried extension cords/buried water 
hoses are not  approved (even if 
placed in PVC and goose-necked to 
prevent flooding). This practice 
does not meet state electrical and 
plumbing codes for buried utility 
lines.  

 

• DEQ’s stance: No new buried 
conduits allowed, will support LHDs 
if they pursue removal of existing – 
especially when there are water 
quality issues/BacT MCLs. 



Rule 35:  Swimming Pools and Beaches 

“A swimming pool or a bathing beach at a 
campground shall comply with the provisions of 
sections 12521 through 12563 of the act 
(Sections of Part 125 of the Public Health Code 
related to pools/beaches) and R 325.2101 to  
R 325.2103 (Bathing Beach Rules) and  
R 325.2111 to R 325.2199 (Swimming Pool 
Rules) of the Michigan Administrative Code.” 
 
LHDs given authority to enforce bathing beach regulations by PHC & Campground Rule. However, limited support 
available due to lack of State Bathing Beach Funding/Program.  



Bathing Beaches 
Sec. 12451.5.a ““Bathing beach” means a beach or 
bathing area offered to the public for recreational 
bathing or swimming. It does not include a public 
swimming pool…” 
Sec. 12451.3 “The owner of a bathing beach shall post 
at the main entrance to the bathing beach or other 
visible location a sign that states whether or not the 
bathing beach has been tested or evaluated (sampled 
for E. coli)…and, if the bathing beach has been tested, 
the location of where test results may reviewed. Open 
stretches of beach or beaches at road ends that are 
not advertised or posted as public bathing beaches do 
not need to have signs posted.” (i.e. Hwy 2 Lakeshore) 



Bathing Beaches Continued 
Sec. 12542 “The owner or a person in charge of a 
public bathing beach shall provide and maintain 
suitable and adequate safety and rescue equipment 
and suitable and adequate means of communication 
with outside sources of assistance, which shall be 
available and accessible at the public bathing beach 
when it is open to bathers.” 
This is subjective language if you don’t have a bathing beach ordinance.     
Examples: Inland Pond - throw ring, “no lifeguard” sign. Great Lakes Beach - rowboat, life 
vests.  

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin (NOAA) concerned 
w/ high # of Great Lakes drownings. NOAA is working with the 
Office of Great Lakes on weather patterns/rip currents. The 
focus is shifting for the following topics: E. coli, Algae Blooms, 
and drownings. 
 



Rule 7:  Managers 
• Sign posted shall include: 

– Where off-duty manager can be contacted 
 
• Info provided at check-in OR include on sign:   

– Location of nearest available telephone 
– Locations and phone numbers for  

• Police 
• Fire  
• Medical Assistance 



General Info - Inspections 
• All recreational units (RVs, tents, camping cabins) must 

be on licensed, numbered campsites. Coherent site 
numbering is vital for emergency response personnel.  

• A Group Camping Area must have a sign identifying the 
name of the Area (for emergency response purposes) 
and the max capacity of campers.  

       Square Ft/1200 = # equivalent sites and recreational units.   # sites x 8 = max persons capacity 

• Verify all septic tank riser lids are childproof. 
• Drinking water hoses are Food Grade (white or blue). 
• Garden hoses for gray H2O discharge, spraying (green). 
• Ask and make comments about any modifications made 

from previous year. 
• Attempt to count number of sites and compare it to 

license. Ask for a site map and attach to report if unsure. 
 



Recent 6-Month Audit by Michigan Office of the Auditor General 

• June 4, 2015 – 1st meeting with Auditors 
• January 19, 2016 – Auditors provided their General 

Report with Initial Exceptions 
– Temp CGs – violations cited but corrections unknown 
– Incomplete Inspection Reports: sample dates/results, Septic 

Tank pump dates, LHD licensure recommendations  
– May result in form revision (duplicating noncommunity water 

supply efforts) 
– Directed DEQ to return any inspection report lacking LHD 

licensure recommendation located at bottom of form 
• January 22, 2016 – Provided response to Auditor General   

– LHD priorities are risk-based, low $25 reimbursement fee, most blank 
sections meant “NA”  but understood as lacking info  

• Awaiting Auditor General’s Final Report 



Contact Information 

Please contact the  
DEQ Campground Program  

at 517-284-6520 or 
RottiersS@michigan.gov  
or visit our Web page at 

http://www.michigan.gov/deqcampgrounds 
for more information. 
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